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Policy Discussion with
Stakeholders on MMS

The Obstetrical and Gynecological Society of Bangladesh
(OGSB) organized a policy discussion meeting with the
stakeholders on maternal, newborn and women’s health on
February 2-3, 2023 in Kuakata, Patuakhali District. About
120 Members of OGSB attended the meeting and shared
their technical recommendations with the high officials of the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MOHFW) and
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS). Professor
Dr. Farhana Dewan, President-Elect of OGSB, presented
scientific paper on Multiple Micronutrient Supplements
(MMS) and discussed about the importance of MMS in
improving maternal nutrition and reducing the prevalence of
low birth weight baby. It may be mentioned here that SMC
has introduced MMS across the country which is branded as
FullCare. Mr. Toslim Uddin Khan, MD & CEO of SMC shared
his views and experience in the meeting on scaling up
FullCare in Bangladesh.

Among others, Dr. Md. Anwar Hossain Howlader, Secretary,
Health Services Division, MOHFW, Prof. Dr. ABM Khurshid
Alam, Director General, DGHS (attended virtually), Dr.
Ahmedul Kabir, Additional Director General (Admin), DGHS,
Dr. Shariful Islam, Line Director, MNC & AH, Prof. Dr.
Ferdousi Begum, President of OGSB and other OGSB
leaders also attended the discussion and spoke on the
occasion. The government officials acknowledged the
benefits of using MMS to improve the nutritional status of
pregnant women. They suggested to place the formal
proposal to the appropriate government authority for its
better implementation at national level.

>




BUribvkbvy KsiMm Ae ibDiUkb Gi 22Zg
Aimit GmGgim't AskMnY

OGO AP ARBETS @2 gq T FHee! T
SRfeT i A TR -39, 2033 ST T GifFsrs
TS JOW  EHRAHAIT
G o) WG @A
qHTS R | A
e ot @3 SRR
SRAC @ | 2CSCod T
Soey fem R
T 6T TR SR AT
A2 e, aael 8 St
TAE LIReT emi @R R
AeNima e Q@ @
ARSI THT 9o 0|
SPEG  oftr wfE: so
TR @3 3R STeoroda Weren siftere zeafee |

TE JOR TR SR S W WA MG
AT (QNGTGI) T[> IAE ISR o 8
T AT G5 THABIT (o7 TR | DI HHEF Q2
QIORW TR AF-G7  CHFPAR O e FCE | @R
AT ToifFe @reva & NaNaT-99 eF g, LSS
@ ifRT Jfa @3 2 Reeaeeors Tenae Toffameas Jeart w6
facace |

BDGMGABIW ciZibia™tj i
FupKv d'vain cim kb

IS b WCOWE, 033 STy TTARGE GOOH «lEhT TR
ORI (CTeAATS  (TTOqN3fG)-u7 @b afsfafawe
GRS SEH FBR G2 CTEE SRS ARWHT FET | €2
AT Soer fm wEf qR SRRtE-9F AT @
R T4 | ARV IR % (T SARET-GF GAW
af, edveNE ffvewad, @R AR, wweTeRAd @R
STRRICCEA 7o @ Ry i F=otF @5 ToAgromr comt Far
27 | effSffaval SToryfe ey exReT T @9z ETHE
SIIIRICE (T SIS NGB AP FE |

ARG, TO b TOHA, 033
siface ITYAGET'T
afefafgerd  ERahRE  (@EE
e apebie sy wiffr
ITSTFe &e I GF6 -5
DR @Y AT FET @R
e fey fan
T Ted Tk @ (Fe
(OIFIRE ORI G Ay

SMC Participated in 22"d
International Congress of Nutrition

Mr. Toslim Uddin Khan, MD & CEO of SMC participated in the
International Congress of Nutrition held in Tokyo, Japan on
December 6-11, 2022. The
event was organized by
Science Council of Japan.
The main objective of the
event was to share the
advancement in  nutrition
science, research  and
development through
international cooperation at
the global level and
encourage  communication
and collaboration amongst
the nutrition scientists. It was
an assembly of nutrition experts, advocates and the leaders
engaged in valuable discussions on nutritional issues under the
theme- The Power of Nutrition: For the Smiles of 10 Billion People.

Mr. Khan made a presentation on Bangladesh Experience on
Multiple Micronutrient Supplements (MMS) Program in the
congress. The moderator as well as the audience appreciated Mr.
Khan for his presentation. The congress provided an opportunity
for attendees to hear from nutrition experts and advocates on the
importance and need for the introduction and scaling up MMS.

USAID Delegates Visited SMC
Bhaluka Factory

A delegation from the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) visited Bhaluka Factory and Central
Warehouse of SMC on November 8, 2022. The purpose of
the visit was to oversee the ORS factory and Central
Warehouse of SMC. During the visit, SMC factory
management made a presentation depicting the overview of
ORS production facilities and Central Warehouse

operations. The USAID team expressed their satisfaction
seeing the state-of-the-art ORS factory and Central
Warehouse.

] H On November 9, 2022, the
- delegates visited a Blue
Star Provider Mr. A Z
Tofayel Ahmed, Nargis
Medical Hall, Trishal Bus
Stand, Mymensingh and
discussed various issues
related to the program
activities. The delegation
includes Dr. Fida Mehran,
Health Specialist, Office of
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Population, Health, and Nutrition; Ashley Smith, Senior
Commodity Advisor, USAID Washington; Kelley Lynch,
Communications Specialist, Office of Population, Health,
and Nutrition (OPHN), and Ms. Ristia Limpa, Project
Management Assistant. Dr. Salah Uddin Ahmed, Addl GM,
Training and Service Delivery, SMC accompanied the
USAID team during the visit.

SMC Started Implementing System
Analysis Program Development (SAP)

The ICT Division of SMC has started implementing the
System Analysis Program Development (SAP) and
Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system to increae the
productivity of the employees and grab future opportunities.
The kick-off session of SAP was held on October 18, 2022 at
SMC Head Office with an aim to enhance the operational
excellence and upgrade its information system to Enterprise
Resource Planning (ERP) system. The ERP system is the
best fit for almost all business functions like pharmaceuticals,
manufacturing, trading and distribution of SMC.

Mr. Muhammed Farhad Hussain FCA, Director, SMC and
SMC EL Board, Mr. Aftab ul Islam FCA, Director, SMC and
SMC EL Board, Mr. Toslim Uddin Khan, MD & CEO of SMC,
Mr. Abdul Haque, MD of SMC EL and the senior management
members of both SMC and SMC EL were present in the
program. Mr. Mohammad Giash Uddin, Addl GM, ICT
Division and Project Manager, SAP project highlighted the
advantages and key features of SAP in his presentation
particularly how it will benefit company’s strategic decision
making and integrating business processes.
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SMC Participated in 4™ Annual USAID
Global Health Local Partner Meeting

The 4™ Annual Global Health Local Partner Meeting of
USAID was held on November 14-17, 2022 in
Johannesburg, South Africa. The meeting was organized to
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showcasing USAID's past
successful localization
efforts of the different
regions across the globe.
The meeting provided an
excellent opportunity to
network with over 170
partners from around the
world and USAID staff.

Mr. Toslim Uddin Khan, MD
& CEO virtually participated
in the opening session as a
panelist held on November
15, 2022 which was
moderated by Ms. Melissa
Jones, Deputy Assistant
Administrator for  Global
Health. Mr. Khan shared learning experiences with USAID
and sustainability approach of SMC. The panel members
and the audience applauded Mr. Khan for his thoughtful
remarks in the session.

Participation of SMC in OGSB
Golden Jubilee Event

SMC actively participated in
the Golden Jubilee program
of the Obstetrical and
Gynecological Society of
Bangladesh (OGSB) held on
December 6, 2022 at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Center (BICC),
Dhaka. The Obstetricians and
Gynecologist (OBGYNs) from
across the country attended
the program. SMC displayed
the Long-acting Reversible Contraceptives (LARC) methods,
FullCare tablet (Multiple Micronutrient Supplement) along with
three Oral Contraceptive Pills (Smart pill, Norix and Femicon) at
its Stall at the BICC premises. Dr. Salah Uddin Ahmed, Addl GM,
Training & Service Delivery made a presentation in the scientific
seminar highlighting the benefits of LARC and FullCare. The
OGSB leaders highly appreciated Dr. Salah Uddin for his
presentation and acknowledged the importance of prescribing
FullCare as well. Government and OGSB officials visited SMC
stall and applauded SMC for its contribution to the national family
planning program in Bangladesh.

>




AvniUrF-GmGgim gibig -
fciYv c K 2022

T 0 fTrTE, 2032 Sty TEGEC ¥ GAgIhT @ReE
TERIEE  Teol I iFfes  EiaRells  @&EE
G- @awty TRy e *Me SRt SEeE 36 |
PRI & cAfame e, (e v, safag [ e
AFos ey, TRFI ¢ (RS 2fSBlTa THomg FHTel,
TR RPN AF @R A e afeffisie Soifge
oo | @3 I=m A
95y, B 8 e
T AT TRAICT
Rgfewa piaem e
8 73f> efsgime o
gu [ I | NCFEA
AFhes PR @R

ReRE qte @5 8§
FAAG WIS AT

SEBING T 7 |

oy e, fe siferey
SIS Sy
et me EeRE
(GT4F), F-ToITBT FoeMITER fetrs Fre SFac SmIted &y
T o5 ol afear s (e 37 st srew 34t ffw
GAGART AT f&a-¢ (T T 2R G2 20% G
FeIey o s Zeofer ot efecairer e g
S BZeET Srif s MR TRSRNCE JTF© 1 2T |
afepifa o, a1t 8 «Ifa TrwR e St &=y
‘@it W oA @R AT Tedl &I 8
SAEE TR SN S/ ARE G eI 33
TG TP - ST QI T 2 |

AfRFFA THANECT AT & S AT @ NG G133 T3
8 T THAARER T N@T G QT T (TG ST
quf; e Eas TFoETER T efewar a= . 9,
qifem @ufol; ANGFE TR AF=17 fST@r S=IF s
ST ST AT R N @AQART G GAGNFT B9ET
QITET G THF SeTSeT SHEA; GAGNBT'T IZroAar
ARG ¢ ouiE Y FiFe! Tw ogferm S 2
BTUAGWIENT MR GoreRl, 1%y @ 28 (efH93pes)
wiFeE @t ST e o e @@ 8 wEibion
A ARG CIRCW ST GNP I64)
AT | PG e fTrEma 29, 033 O TG gag
RS SFe1ET-« FoLb 1 77 |

RTV-SMC MoniMix
Award 2022

The fifth RTV-SMC MoniMix Award Giving Ceremony was
held at the Pan Pacific Sonargaon hotel on December 20,
2022 in partnership with RTV. The program was attended
overwhelmingly by ministers, renowned educationists,
celebrities, cultural personalities, development partners and
high officials of the government, semi-government and civil
society organizations. In the event, four individuals and two
institutions were
awarded in recognition
of their outstanding
contribution to the
child health, education
and development
sector. The award
giving ceremony was
enriched with cultural
shows followed by
handing over crests
and certificates to the
winners by the high
dignitaries in different
intervals of the event.

In individual category,
Ms. Jharna Dash
Purakayastha (author) for her contribution to child literature,
Mr. Liton Ganju for his immense contribution to the child
education of the small ethnic community, Ms. Tamanna
Akhtar Noora, a brave girl with disability who passed the
SSC examination with a GPA-5 and Teen Eagle Champion
Ms. Nahian Mahzabeen were awarded in the ceremony for
securing first position in the International English Language
Competition held in UK in 2022. In institutions category,
‘Belgachi Yuva Samaj’ for its significant contribution to the
animal and environmental protection and Teen Youth
Organization ‘Dishari’ for its great contribution to the overall
socio-economic development and educational expansions
for the marginalized children were honored in the program.

Mr. M A Mannan MP, Minister, Ministry of Planning; Mr. SM
Rezaul Karim MP, Minister, Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock; Mr. K.M. Khalid MP, State Minister for Cultural
Affairs; Mr. Md. Ashraf Ali Khan Khasru MP, State Minister
for Ministry of Social Welfare; Mr. Waliul Islam, Chairman of
the Board of Directors, SMC and SMC Enterprise Limited;
Mr. Toslim Uddin Khan, Managing Director & CEO of SMC;
Ms. Miranda Beckman, Deputy Office Director, OPHNE,
USAID Bangladesh; Alhaj Morshed Alam MP, Chairman of
RTV were present and spoke in the occasion. The program
was telecast on RTV and RTV online on December 23,
2022.
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Deworming Campaign for a Healthy Nation

In Bangladesh, prevalence of soil transmitted helminth
(STH) infection is 12% among children (DGHS, Bulletin
2018). Accordmg to the World Health Organization (WHO),

chronic worm infections
have been linked to stunted
growth, retarded
intellectual  development,
attention deficit and
learning  disabilities  of
children  coupled  with
chronic internal bleeding
leading to anemia,
intestinal inflammation,
diarrhea, vomiting and

mal-absorption of nutrients.

In order to reduce the STH infection burden and promote
deworming tablet-Vermicid (Albendazole 400 mg), a
nationwide campaign was conducted on November 19-20,
2022. The purpose of the campaign was to increase
awareness on SMC Vermicid and expand outlet coverage to
make the product more accessible. It was a joint effort of
program and sales forces. During the two-day long campaign,
2.2 million Vermicid tablets were sold covering 9,552 outlets.

Training on Vehicle Maintenance,
Road Safety & Traffic Rules

A day long training on Vehicle Maintenance, Road Safety &
Traffic Rules for drivers, mechanics and transport officers of
SMC and SMC EL was held on December 17, 2022 at SMC
Head Office.  The
training session was
organized by HR
Division of SMC to
increase efficiency of
the relevant employees
equipping them with
technical knowhow and
regulatory issues. Md.
Faruque Ahmed,
Assistant Director
(Engineering, Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority
(BRTA) facilitated the
The facilitator also focused on the

training session.
importance of safe driving, roles and responsibilities of the
drivers, procedure of BRTA, vehicle maintenance and traffic
rules etc. A total of 24 participants from SMC and SMC EL
attended the training session.
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SMC EL Received VAT Award

SMC Enterprise Limited was awarded by the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) as one of the highest VAT payers in the
manufacturing category for FY 2020-2021 at the national level.
It is to be noted that only 9 companies were selected for this
award in 3 categories. On behalf of the company, Mr. Abul
Bashir Khan FCMA, Chief Financial Officer of SMC EL and Mr.
Tapan Bala FCA, FCMA, Chief Financial Officer of SMC
received the prestigious award from the Honorable Finance
Minister of the Ministry of Finance Mr. AH M Mustafa Kamal MP.

SMC and SMC EL Achieved
ISO 9001:2015 Certificate

Social Marketing Company (SMC), Central Warehouse, SMC
Niltara Clinic, SMC Clinic, Lab and Model Pharmacy have
been awarded with ISO 9001:2015 certification for excellence
in Quality Management for three years (July 31, 2021 to July
12, 2024). This ISO Certification is
accredited by the United Kingdom

o
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and regulatory requirements.

SMC Enterprise Limited has also achieved the ISO
9001:2015 certification for three years from July 19, 2022 to
July 15, 2025. Total Quality Certification Services (TQCS)
International, the certification body, after the successful
surveillance & recertification audit during July 2019 - July
2022 awarded SMC EL with the above certification.
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Orientation on Non-verbal Communication

Human Resources Division of SMC organized a special
orientation for the senior management of SMC and SMC EL on
non-verbal communication (human gesture and posture) on
November 10, 2022 at the training room of SMC Head Office. The
objective of the orientation was to provide a comprehensive
understanding to the senior management with regard to the
non-verbal communication skills and tactics. Mr. Muhammed
Farhad Hussain FCA, Director of SMC and SMC EL Board
conducted the session. Mr. Hussain has been a renowned
Chartered Accountant and a professional corporate trainer with
wide range of experience in conducting training with different
prestigious institutions of the country. He also held senior strategic
positions in many national and international organizations.

Expansion of Blue Star Network

As a part of the continuous effort to expand Blue Star network
with the approval from DGFP, SMC Program division included
1125 new providers (Male -1059 Female-66) during October to
December’ 22 utilizing its own fund. A total of 48 batches of basic
training (3-day each batch) organized to train the new BSPs. The
training sessions emphasized on family planning especially
administration of injectable contraceptives, counseling, maternal
health, child nutrition including Growth Monitoring and Promo-
tion (GMP) and Micro Nutrient Powder (MNP), management of
diarrhea, use of Zinc, family deworming, case identification and
referral of TB & Long-acting Permanent Method (LAPM), basic
pregnancy care, preventive measures of viral fevers including
COVID-19 and other public health priority areas. This initiative of
program implementation has already added value reflecting a
substantial increase in sales and services.
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